[image: ][image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk212463436][bookmark: _Hlk179980546]PRESS RELEASE
Echoes of the European Congress of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
Katowice, November 12, 2025 (AP) – Discussions continue after the European Congress of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in Katowice has ended. The topics that resonated most strongly during the event continue to be discussed in the public sphere, from innovation and sustainable development to digitization and mobility. The slogan of this year's edition, “HERE & NOW,” sparked a conversation about how to act effectively—not tomorrow, but today.
This year's slogan, HERE & NOW, emphasizes the importance of acting here and now – with courage, openness, and responsibility. In our daily activities, we cooperate with representatives of the SME sector throughout Poland, supporting them in their development and building competitiveness. We are glad that, as a Partner of the Congress, we were able to work with entrepreneurs to create a space for the exchange of experiences and inspiration - says Elżbieta Jabłońska, Director of the Marketing and Communications Office at ORLEN Paliwa Sp. z o.o.
Transportation of the future – a shared responsibility
One of the topics that particularly attracted the attention of Congress participants was public transportation in the cities of the future. The panel entitled “Mobility and logistics in the cities of the future: the role of central authorities, entrepreneurs, and local government units” brought together representatives of public institutions, local governments, and businesses, who debated how to develop transport in a sustainable manner – for the benefit of both residents and entrepreneurs.
Among the panelists was Damian Łuniewski, Deputy Director of the Planning and Transport Implementation Office at Koleje Śląskie, who emphasized that the number of passengers in the region is constantly growing – and this trend will continue at least until 2035.
Technological progress is so dynamic that we cannot rule out the possibility that in a few or several years, some of the Silesian Railways lines will be fully autonomous. [...] However, if we do not change the very fashion for travel – the way people perceive public transport – even the largest investments will not bring results. We can spend huge amounts of money, which ultimately will not bring about any real change - Łuniewski pointed out.
He also pointed out that the development of transport cannot be limited to infrastructure investments alone. It is crucial to shape positive habits among residents and encourage them to use solutions that facilitate everyday travel, such as the Kaeśka app, which offers a wide range of functions to support Silesian Railway passengers.
The voice of the Metropolis and science 
Marcin Dworak, representative of the Upper Silesian-Zagłębie Metropolis (GZM) for new mobility, drew attention to the need to expand the railway infrastructure. As he emphasized, the growing number of passengers requires the construction of new tracks dedicated to local railways, which already account for 80% of passenger traffic in the region. Currently, long-distance trains have priority on the lines, which limits the possibilities for further development of the agglomeration railway.
Dr. Marcin Staniek, Prof. at the Silesian University of Technology, Vice-Rector for Cooperation with the Social and Economic Environment, spoke about the complexity of transport planning. He emphasized that transport is not only a matter of moving people, but also a tool for shaping space and economic development. Decisions about the route of transport corridors determine where new industrial, residential, and service zones are created.
Łukasz Żółciak, Chief Specialist and Smart City Officer at the Katowice City Hall, drew attention to the practical challenges faced by local governments. He pointed out that the key challenge is the integration of traffic monitoring and management systems in a situation where each city in the agglomeration has a separate system. Effective communication between them is a prerequisite for effective mobility planning across the entire metropolis.
Discussions during the European SME Congress confirmed that mobility, technology, and cross-sector cooperation will be key elements in the development of cities of the future. And initiatives such as the ESME show that it is here and now – in the dialogue between science, business, and administration – that a reality is being shaped in which local solutions become an inspiration for the whole of Europe.
	

###
Photos: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kqEEaTpj1Ya4eYOqwKiQdc5ZREDLBWER?usp=drive_link
---
Media contact: Magdalena Jarocka, PR and Marketing Director +48 534 221 566, mjarocka@rig.katowice.pl.
This press release was prepared by the event organizers. For more information, visit the EKMŚP website at www.ekmsp.eu. We encourage national, regional, and local media outlets to participate in and report on this unique event. Special amenities have been prepared for media representatives to enable them to work as quickly and comfortably as possible.
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